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Hijackers Kall 2nd Passenger; Cyprus Stalls on Demands for Fuel 


HIJACK, From Al 


“We will do our utmost to secure 
the release of our people in the 
plane, but we shall not give in to 
any blackmail or terrorism .... 
Though we may lose more (hos- 
tages), this is a decision not only of 
the government but of the people of 
Kuwait.” 

{Im Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Charles E. Red- 
man said, “The United States is ap- 
palled at the cold-blooded murder of 
two innocent hostages ... (and) 
firmly supports the Kuwaiti policy 
of no concessions ... (and) the 
Cypriot position of refusing to re- 
fuel the aircraft.”} 

Cyprus, which strives to maintain 
good relations with all of its Arab 
neighbors, appeared to have grown 
somewhat dispirited over the lack 
of a resolution. There is no visible 
indication that storming the plane is 
being considered. 

[In Beirut, kidnapers of a U.S, 
Marine officer in Lebanon threat- 
ened to put “the hangman's noose 
around the neck of the American 
agent Col. William Higgins if any 
attempt'is madé to storie plane” 
in Cyprus, Reute reported, quoting 
from a statemdnt Monday, by a 
group called the Militant Moslem 
Organization of the Oppressed of 
the World, 

As the hijacking has stretched 
into one of the longest in which pas- 
sengers remained aboard the air- 
craft, tempers began to fray. The 
huge Boeing 747 sits near the end 
of the single seaside runway, 
hooked: up to unoccupied service 
vehicles with their motors left run- 


ning that supply it with air condi- 
tioning and power. 

Meanwhile, airliners from around 
the world still land regularly to dis- 
gorge hundreds of tourists destined 
for Cyprus’ sunny springtime 
beaches. Luggage and catering 
trucks rumble past the hijacked 
jumbo jet, its shades drawn, The 
cockpit windows facing the terminal 
appear to have been partially cov- 
ered from inside. 

Today, as the bare-legged body 
of the victim dumped out the door 
lay on the asphalt for a half hour 
until an ambulance took it away, 
dozens of wind surfers held a regat- 
ta just offshore. A group of just-ar- 
rived Scandanavian sun seekers 
struggled to get a glimpse before 
they were hustled into the terminal 
door by airport personnel. 

The plane, en route from Bang- 
kok to Kuwait, was hijacked last 
Tuesday and flown to the eastern 
Tranian city of Mashhad. There, the 
hijackers demanded the release of 
17 men held in Kuwaiti jails since 
their conviction for bombings there 
in 1983, After freeing 57 non-Ku- 
waiti passengers, the plane took off 
again on Friday. Refused permis- 
sion to land in Beirut, it set down at 
Larnaca that night. 

Reporters have not been officially 
briefed on any of at least 14 face- 
to-face negotiating sessions that 
have taken place at the door of the 
plane since then. 

Informed sources said that al- 
though the hijackers have continued 
to give lip service to their demand 
for release of the 17, negotiations 
since the plane landed here have cen- 
tered almost exclusively on refueling 
the plane in exchange for passen- 


gers. Cypriot officials had said initial- 
ly that they agreed with Kuwait's re- 
fusal to make concessions. But sev- 
eral deals have been discussed and 
discarded, via ;PLO intermediary 
‘Abdo and betwgen the hijackers and 
Cyprus’ senio: avi aviation official, 


~~ RS part oj Tae a deal, the plane 
would be duthorized to land in a 
neutral country. Reports from Arab 
news agencies today that Algeria 
had offered to accept the plane. 
could not be confirmed here. 

After a meeting between the hi- 
jackers and the PLO mediator early 
this morning, some Cypriot officials 
clearly believed that a deal was 
near, awaiting only final acceptance 
by the hijackers. Making a rare ap- 
pearance before reporters, Gor 
government spokesman Akis/Fanti 
was optimistic that thé spluation 
would be resolved today. “It was a 
very important meeting thaf throws 
hope into our hearts,” he said. 

Closing radio contact at about 2 
a.m., the control tower wished the 
hijackers a good night’s sleep. 

At about 9:30 a.m, negotiator 
Abdo, the second-ranking official in 
the PLO mission to Cyprus, was 
granted permission to approach the 
plane, That meeting appeared to 
have ended with the two sides once 
again unable to agree on the num- 
ber of passengers to be released in 
exchange for refueling. 

Thirty minutes later, the hijack- 
ers set a deadiine of one hour for 
the plane to be refueled. No threat 
accompanied the deadline. 

Another negotiating session fol- 
lowed. Near noon, the hijackers set 
a deadline of 1 p.m. “to start refu- 
eling the craft.” 


“Otherwise,” they saiu, “we will 
kill a personality related to the un- 
just Kuwait regime.” It was unclear 
whether the threat was directed at 
one of three distant members of the 
Kuwaiti royal family, a man and two 
women, aboard the plare, or one of 
the two remaining military men. 

As with the previous half-dozen 
deadlines that the hijackers have 
set since Saturday morning, there 
was no response from the control 
tower until minutes before it was 
due to expire. This time, the tower 
said Abdo wanted to talk again. 

“Is there good news about the 
fuel?” a hijacker asked. 

“I have to check with the Cyprus 
authorities,” the tower replied. He 
promised that a Cypriot official 
would come to the tower and speak 
to them, and the hijacker agreed to 
“postpone everything until I receive 
your message.” 

Finally, the two sides agreed that 
Herodotou and Abdo would ap- 
proach the plane, although the hi- 
jackers refused to allow them to use 
the stairway ramp, insisting that 
they speak from the ground 
through a megaphone. A 30-minute 
deadline extension was agreed. 

“Either after 30 minutes we re- 
ceive the fuel or you receive the 
corpse,” a hijacker told the tower. 

Two minutes before that deadline 
expired, the tower came on the air, 
saying the negotiating delegation 
wished to talk again. But the hijack- 
ers said they would talk only if 
“what was agreed,” apparently fuel 
trucks, accompanied the negotia- 
tors. “I would like to see it in front 
of my own eyes,” a hijacker said. “I 
want yes or no. I want the fuel. [ 


want 104 tons,” close to the air- 
crait’s fuel capacity and a figure 
apparently discussed in the face-to- 
face talks. 

“It’s a very difficult issue,” the 
tower replied. 

“I think it is very, very simple,” 
said the hijacker. “We are cooperat- 
ing, but from your side no one 
cooperates. . . . I would like to know 
frankly if we have the fuel or not 

Abdo and Herodotou again 
proached the airccaft with the 
megaphone for a brief conversation. 
A few minutes after they returned 
to the terminal, the door of the 
plane opened, and a body was 
shoved out and fell to the ground. 
Airport sources later said the man, 
whose robe, typically worn by Ku- 
waitis, had been pulled up over his 
shoulders and head, had been shot 
once behind the ear. As with the 
previous victim, he was not iden- 
tified by either side. 

After three hours of radio si-` 
lence, the hijackers announced that 
“we have one of the Kuwaitis who 
wants to send a message to you.” 
Put on the air, Oteibi made his pe 
for fuel, and then sent “my ® 
greetings to my family. Up to t 
point, I am all right.” 

Late tonight, the hijackers asked 
over radio for “100 pieces of bread, 
50 cakes and 50 Pepsi-Cola” to be 
delivered in plastic bags. Offered 
cheese and mineral water in addi- 
tion, they declined, 

Just before midnight came their 
final communication of the day. 
They asked for some Maalox, an 
antacid medicine, for a passenger. 
with an ulcer, Asked if they c: 


release the sick 
ical treatment, the they declined, : 
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Hijackers Kill 
2nd Passenger 


Cyprus Stalls on Demands 
To Refuel Kuwaiti Plane 


By Karen DeYoung 
Washington Poat Foreign Service 
LARNACA, Cyprus, April 11—The hijack- 
ers of Kuwait Airways Flight 422 shot and 


killed a second passenger today, ending earlier: 


hopes that the seven-day-old crisis was nearing 
an end. 

Like the first passenger who was killed on 
Saturday, the dead man was identified by the 
hijackers as a “Kuwaiti officer,” believed to be 
one of three military men who were aboard the 
plane. His body was dumped out on the tarmac 
from the door of the jumbo jet. 

Three hours after the killing, which occurred 
just after 3 p.m. local time (8 a.m. EDT), the 
hijackers brought a passenger to the aircraft 
radio who said in Arabic that the hijackers “will 
kill the passengers” unless the plane was re- 
fueled. “Please give us fuel,” pleaded the man, 
who identified himself as Fad! Marzo 
“a Kuwaiti citizen.” 

Prospects for an end to the hijatking ordeal 
rose and fell dramatically several times during 
the past 24 hours as the captors, believed to 
number seven or eight, seemed unsure wheth- 
er to compromise on their demand that the 
plane be refueled and allowed to take off for a 
neutral country with all of an estimated 50 pas- 
sengers and crew aboard, Spurces here said. 

At the same time, sources said the govern- 


ments of Cyprus and Kuwait, negotiating with: 
bdo, a local of- 
iberation Organization, 


the hijackers through 
ficial of the Palestine Libe ee 
disagreed over Kuwaiti insi tence that no con- 
cessions be made, even at the price of the lives 
of the hostages. 

[In Kuwait, according to Reuter, Foreign 
Minister Sabah Ahmed Sabah said on Monday, 
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Body of man shot by becker falls, head first, from front door of hijacked = in Cyprus yesterday. 


